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Sometimes when you see a show that you know and you have known for a long time, it often pays to 

take a step back, wipe the memories and take a completely fresh look. The Rocky Horror Show is one of 

those shows. It first appeared back in 1973 and was very much a chamber piece, designed for small 

spaces and little theatres, it had an original songbook and quickly gained a cult following in the more 

artsy sections of London. Southampton’s first experience was not with the stage show but with the film, 

which really established the musical as mainstream. It played the Gaumont for two days in October 

1984. It was the summer of 1987 before the stage musical was seen, when it ran for a week here, at the 

newly opened Mayflower Theatre. Tonight, marked the opening of the 13th time that a touring 

production has visited the Mayflower. 

 

Above all else, The Rocky Horror Show is a musical and a musical that can hold its own with the best. It is 

one of the few ‘Rock n Roll’ musicals that has an original score, a score that is often overlooked as it has 

often played out in a hammy way. With this production the music has been treated with the respect that 

it deserves. Richard Hartley’s musical arrangements have been expertly crafted by Musical Director 

George Carter and played by his band like never before.  

With The Rocky Horror Show you normally get a couple of leads that can sing some and others that can 

overact. In this current show the casting is as near perfection as you could get. No matter how good the 

songs are, with poor delivery they are lost, here every rendition hits the mark. One thing that has always 

struck me about the show is the quality of the ballads, ‘Science Fiction’, ‘Over At Frankenstein’s Place’ 

and ‘Once In A While’, often lost in the banter. From the prologue brilliantly delivered by Usherette, 

(Laura Harrison), we could only guess at what we were going to get. 



. 

 

Boy was I surprised. Our all-American couple Brad (Ben Adams) and Janet (Joanne Clifton) are perfectly 

suited to each other and carry their naivety through the entire show.  

We knew Ben Adams might be able to sing as he’d been in a boy band, but how he can sing! Then you 

realise the guy we’re seeing on the stage has another persona, he was a Westminster Abbey chorister, 

he’s a songwriter who has written his first West End musical ‘Eugenius’, a record producer and still 

records as himself with a new classical album and also with the reformed boyband A1; and by the way 

he performs in musicals. 

We knew Joanne Clifton could dance; but sing and act? Wow. She would impress in any major West End 

or Broadway musical. But isn’t she the one that’s a professional in Strictly Come Dancing? Yes, but that is 

just another string to her bow. Joanne has numerous stage musical hits to her name as diverse as ‘Top 

Hat’ and ‘Flashdance’ in which she starred opposite Ben Adams. 



 

Local lad, Duncan James (from Salisbury), a man of many parts, returns to the Mayflower where he 

scored a huge hit back in 2015 when he took on the challenging role of Tick in ‘Priscilla, Queen Of The 

Desert’. We know he can sing from his time with hit band Blue, we know he can act from his 

appearances in tv’s Hollyoaks and his West End starring roles in Chicago (twice) and Legally Blonde, and 

we know he can carry off cross-dressing perfectly. So Duncan fits the role of Frank N Furter, as though it 

is made-to-measure. 

Dom Joly steps into the uncomfortable shoes of the Narrator as though he was born for the part. His 

timing and handling of the audience is worth the price of the ticket alone. No wonder, with his depth of 

tv experience with quick thinking tv shows such as Have I Got News For You, Never Mind The Buzzcocks 

and Deadline. The audience has always played a big part in this show and Dom facilitates this beautifully 

without allowing them to intrude too far into the production.  

Callum Evans is the finest Rocky you will ever see, not only his physique, but also his incredible 

choreographed moves and, what a surprise, his wonderful singing voice. Then you realise he’s been in 

landmark musicals such as ‘Salad Days’, ‘Chess’ and ‘Miss Saigon’.  



 

Ross Chisari plays two very different roles, that of rock n roller Eddie and the wheel-chair bound Dr 

Scott. Ross’s delivery of Eddie’s Teddy is a landmark in the performance of that number and something 

that was relished by everyone in the audience. Ross is from Australia where he has appeared in many 

major musicals including ‘West Side Story’ and ‘Man of La Mancha’ and he has his own one man show 

based on the life of Robbie Williams. 

Kristian Lavercombe is one of the best Riff Raffs we have ever seen, he is sufficiently sleazy to become 

the focus of attention whenever he’s on stage. Not surprising really, he has played the role more than 

1,400 times, in Australia, New Zealand, across Europe including numerous productions in the UK. But 

that’s not all, he has played Jesus in ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, Bobby in ‘Urinetown’ and Billy in ‘The 

Cripple of Inishmaan’. 

Then add Miracle Chance (Columbia), Laura Harrison (Usherette/Magenta) and the four Phantoms – 

Reece Budin, Shelby Farmer, Katie Monks and Jake Small and you have all the elements needed to bring  

this Rock n Roll phenomenon to the mainstream of musical theatre elite. 

This production might mark 46 years of Rocky Horror Show’s existence but it also gives it another path 

into the future.  

You may have been put off seeing this musical because of the hype about the audience’s role and 

participation – but don’t be – this is one of those musicals that is worthy of being called a musical, as 

this production demonstrates in aces. Don’t miss it, it might never be the same again. 

 


