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The Bodyguard The Musical is a stage interpretation of the record breaking Whitney Houston, Kevin 

Costner film of 1992. Its previous visit to the Mayflower was on its first ever date outside of the West 

End in February 2015. The show tells the story of Rachel Marron, an Academy Award-nominated music 

superstar who is being stalked and sent death threats. Rachel's manager Bill Devaney seeks out a 

professional bodyguard, Frank Farmer, to protect her. This is a stage musical whose style has been 

adopted by recent screen musicals such as A Star Is Born, Bohemian Rhapsody and Rocketman, where 

the marriage of story and concert performance fit perfectly together, rather than the more traditional 

storyline approach of Mamma Mia! and Mary Poppins Returns. 

 

Alexander Dinelaris has created the book for this musical adapting a very complex screenplay that will 

work on stage in the confines of a theatre, which augurs well as he also created the story for the Gloria 

Estefan musical ‘On Your Feet’ which comes to this theatre in 2020. There are many elements that make 

this show work, but three stand out – Alexandra Burke, the design and the lads that play Fletcher 

(Rachel’s son). 



 

Alexandra  Burke                         Micha Richardson 

It is seldom that one gets to see a performance as strong as Alexandra Burke’s in a stage musical in the 

provinces. Since taking over the role of Rachel Marron in 2014, she has made the role hers. Whether 

having a showdown with her bodyguard, Frank, or performing her nominated song at the Oscars she is 

spellbinding. In any other musical Micha Richardson, who plays her sister Nicki Marron, would steal the 

show, wow she is a powerhouse of a performer and I’m certain we will see more of her in the future. 

 

Benoit Marechal                                            Phil Atkinson 



Frank Farmer, the ex-CIA agent, is played by French comedian and dancer Benoit Marechal who created 

the role in the Paris production and adds more depth to the character than we’ve seen in previous 

iterations. From the reaction of many in the audience I got the feeling that they wouldn’t mind being 

stalked by Phil Atkinson, the baddy of the piece. In the story, Rachel has a 10 year old son, Fletcher and 

it’s a role that with the right kid brings sparkle to the show and last night Jesse Oniha delivered. 

 

Actually, all the performances were strong and believable and the ensemble were a powerhouse in 

supporting the diva of the story. The dance numbers are amazing, so full marks to choreographer Karen 

Bruce and dance captain James-Lee Harris. The band under the direction of Michael Riley recreate the 

soundtrack of Whitney Houston as though they are filling a concert hall for themselves.  

This production is flawless, the sets, the lighting, projection, and sound create the atmosphere that 

carries the story forward. The big production numbers are something else, they look as though they’ve 

been created for an arena tour and wouldn’t be out of place in London’s O2 Arena. 

It was magnificent, moving seamlessly from scene to scene on the huge Mayflower stage and 

culminating in a finale encore which saw a spontaneous, standing ovation, with over two thousand 

voices joining those on the stage proclaiming their desire to 'dance with somebody'. 

 


